
Argentinians are a sexy, frisky
bunch, and now we’ve got the
stats to prove it. According to
a study, condoms are walking
out of shops and into
bedrooms at the astonishing
rate of 500,000 a day. 
Rosie Hilder shows you how
to get a piece of the action,
seven days a week…
Monday: La Bomba de Tiempo
(see p121) 
It’s not just the beats at this weekly
outdoor drumming fiesta that will get
your heart pumping. Kicking off
around 7.30pm and finishing at 10pm,
the night is young and the good-
looking people are ripe for the picking. 

Tuesday: La Catedral
(see p124)
Anything
goes at
tonight’s
tango
class and
milonga,
where
accidentally 
kissing your partner might just be
mistaken for the latest dance move. 

Wednesday: Boutique
(see p62) 
With a building designed by Mr Eiffel
himself, French kissing is top of the
after-office menu at this pumping 
San Telmo nightclub. 

Thursday: Out and About/
The Buenos Aires Pub Crawl
(see p104 and p114)
Gay or straight, as the shots are
poured and your vision blurs, new
friends become sexier by the minute
at these raucous bar crawls. 

Friday: Spanglish
(see p156)
Having trouble communicating? Try 
a bit of footsie with your better-looking
language-exchange partners. If they’re
not impressed, blame it on cultural 
differences.

Saturday: Niceto Club
(see p66)
This nightclub
is more
packed
than the
Subte’s
Línea D,
but with far
better music.
Get up close and
personal with your attractive
neighbours.

Sunday: La Puerta Roja
(see p54)
The pool table at this straight-up 
San Telmo bar is where it all happens.
Grab yourself a doubles partner and
suss out your strategy.    
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A whole
lotta lovin’

Buenos Aires’s newest
landmark, a 10-storey high

portrait of  the beloved former first
lady, Eva ‘Evita’ Perón, watches
over the capital from the side of  a

government building on the 
corner of  avenidas 9 de Julio and
Belgrano. The mural was unveiled
by President Cristina Fernández de
Kirchner on the 59th anniversary

of  Evita’s death (26 July, 2011).
The steel tribute, lit up at night,
was inspired by the iconic portrait
of  Che Guevara in Havana’s
Revolution Square. 

Giant Evita reigns over city

In a land where seatbelts are
decorative, road rules an

oxymoron and graffiti artists 
the new urban designers, could
Argentina, against all odds, be
turning into a nanny state? 

If  the past year is anything to
go by, the answer could well be
‘yes’, with a flurry of  laws passed
to curb many of  the vices
Argentinians have long held dear. 

While prostitution is still legal
in Argentina, last July, President
Cristina Fernández de Kirchner
banned the publication of
classified sex ads in newspapers,
claiming it would help end the
sexual exploitation, objectification
and ‘humiliation’ of  women.
(Nevermind the fact most sexy

business is drummed up on the
internet these days, or that on the
nationwide Crónica TV channel,
porn is still effectively passed off
as ‘news’.) 

A few days after Kirchner’s sex
ad ban, the provincial government
added salt to a wounded populace
– or rather, took it away, by
ordering the removal of  salt
shakers from restaurant tables.
About 3.7 million people in Buenos
Aires province suffer from high
blood pressure, a condition linked
to excessive salt consumption.
(The average Argentinian
consumes 13 grams of  salt a day;
the World Health Organisation
says 5g is the healthy limit.) But
fear not: you can still sprinkle your

steak with sodium, it’s just that
waiters are officially no longer
authorised to pass the salt until
after you’ve tasted your food. 

With sex and salt taking such
heavy hits, smoking didn’t stand 
a chance. Indeed, la presidenta
recently signed a bill making all
enclosed public spaces a hundred
per cent smoke-free. Officially, the
punishment for non-compliance 
is a hefty fine, although judging 
by the number of  smokers still
lighting up in restaurants, bars,
nightclubs, workplaces – and, hell,
we even saw one man chugging
away in a pharmacy – this is one
Argentinian vice that won’t be
stubbed out easily. 
—Janine Israel

Sex, salt and smoking say ‘adios’ 
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