
Less than an hour from the 
hustle and bustle of the capital, 
Tigre is ideal for either a day 

frolicking by the river or a relaxed 
overnight retreat.

The historic town is also the 
gateway to the vast labyrinth of lush 
waterways and islands that form the 
Paraná River Delta – a tropical world 
of blood-red sunsets, architecturally 
eclectic houses, secluded spas and 
the occasional floating supermarket. 
To avoid crowds of city-weary 
porteños, come on a weekday and 
explore at your leisure. Whether 
you’re a sloth, an outdoor type or a 
culture vulture, we’ve compiled the 
perfect Tigre itinerary for you. 

For lazybones
There’s no better way to experience 
life on the river than to drift along 
with it. Visitors fresh off the train 
should head to the Estación Fluvial 
(Mitre 305, 4512 4497), where 
numerous stands offer boat trips 
(paseos en lancha). 

Public boat company Interisleña, 

(Estación Fluvial, 4749 0900, return 
ticket AR$45-$158) stops at the 
wharves of several restaurants along 
the waterways, including the 
sophisticated lunchtime spot El Gato 
Blanco (Rio Capitán 80, 4728 0390, 
www.gato-blanco.com; $$$$). Gorge 
on an ojo de bife and a glass of 
malbec as the kids enjoy the outdoor 
play area. Don’t forget to check boat 
return times or you’ll be up the creek 
without a paddle. 

A further 20 minutes upriver lies 
German restaurant and hotel 
Alpenhaus (Arroyo Rama Negra 75, 
4728 0422, www.alpenhaus.com.ar, 
lunch $$). Feast on hearty portions 
of Bavarian fare inside the kitsch 
and cosy home before strolling down 
nearby canal paths to walk off lunch. 
If you’re too stuffed to move, relax in 
the sauna before hitting the hay in a 
German-style deluxe cabin ($$).  

To float on a big boat, take a ride 
on one of the imposing vessels of 
Catamaranes Interisleña (Lavalle 
499, 4731 0261, www.
tigreencatamaran.com.ar, from 
AR$70 per hour) or get closer to 

nature with eco-friendly Nataventure 
(local 17, Puerto de Frutos, 
Mercados del Delta, 4731 3035, 
www.natventure.com.ar, closed  
Mon & Tue, AR$80 for 75 minutes).

Glide down the waterways in  
style with Navegando por el Delta 
(Guardería Neptuno, Alvear y Río 
Luján, San Fernando, 4816 5010, 
www.navegandoporeldelta.com.ar, by 
appt, from AR$1650). Their spacious 
wooden sailing boat Bruma has two 
dining areas and a library. Take a 
private full- or half-day tour or splash 
out on a romantic evening cruise with 
a candlelit dinner. 

For a full day of relaxation, the 
folk from Delta Eco Spa (Río 
Carapachay, 5236 0553, www.
deltaecospa.com, $$$ per person, 
treatments from AR$290) pick you 
up from the mainland and take you 
to their luxury resort complete with 
saunas, jacuzzis, massage rooms 
and swimming pools. Indulge in a 
champagne bath, chocolate rub or 
hot stone massage then drift off to 
sleep in a private bungalow. 

To rent a cabin within the Delta 

try Cabañas Victoria (Río Sarmiento, 
Arroyo Santa Rosa, 4040 4646, 
www.lavictoriabungalow.com.ar, from 
$$ per night) or Welcome Delta 
(mobile 15 6458 4443, www.
welcomedelta.com.ar, prices vary).

Back on the mainland, take a 
stroll down Boulevard Saenz Peña 
(www.boulevardsaenzpena.com.ar) 
and shop at the pretty boutiques. 
Afterwards, dine and sleep at 
converted mansion Villa Julia (Paseo 
Victorica 800, 4749 0242, www.
villajuliaresort.com.ar, $$ double), or 
if you’re on a budget, Tigre Hostel 
(Avenida San Martin 137, 4749 
4034, www.tigrehostel.com.ar; 
US$20 per person), set in a restored 
1860 posada.

For outdoor 
types and 
adrenalin 
junkies
Get off to a flying start and cycle 
your way to Tigre on a tour with 
Urban Biking (4314 2325, www.
urbanbiking.com, AR$600). You’ll 
meet in Buenos Aires city and hop 
on a train to La Lucila before 
pedalling to Tigre where you transfer 
to a kayak to explore the Delta. A 
meaty lunch on an island is included 
(you’ll need it after all that exercise). 

Alternatively you can roam Tigre 
town by hiring a bike from Tigre en 
Bici (mobile 15 3810 7777, www.
tigrenbici.com, closed Mon, from 
AR$25 per hour); it has a stand just 
outside the train station. 

If you fancy row, row, rowing a 
boat, the friendly folk at Sculls 
(Paseo Victorica 614, mobile 15 
6992 2235, www.sculls.com.ar, 
AR$100 for a 90-minute class) offer 
personalised rowing and kayaking 
classes, while Delta Rowing (Lavalle 
945, mobile 15 4971 9342, www.
escueladekayak.com.ar, AR$150 
two-hour trip; AR$550 courses) run 
rowing and kayaking courses and 
excursions. Both schools have 
bilingual instructors. 

For a full day on the river, lie  
back on the deck of the sailboat  
El Dorado Kayak (Arollo Bordeau, 
mobile 15 6503 6961, www.
eldoradokayak.com, from AR$500) 
or take a trip comprising a short 
boat ride, an asado at a remote 
cabin and three hours of kayaking 
(full day AR$500, half day AR$250). 
Alternatively, shoot for the stars and 
kayak by the light of the full moon on 
a luna llena excursion (AR$300).

If you’re itching to slip into a 
wetsuit, Wake School (Río San 
Antonio, muelle Gustavito, 4728 
0031, www.wakeschool.com.ar) 
offers wakeboarding, wakesurfing 
and waterskiing classes from 
AR$550. Rather take a hike? Wear 
in your walking boots on a kayak and 
trekking expedition with Rio Leon 
(Paseo Victorica 520, mobile  
15 5428 8115, www.rioleon.net, 

When porteños want to relax, set sail or get historical, they retreat  
to the weekend playground of Tigre. Rosie Hilder shows you around.
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Doing the Delta
Tigre delivers riverside fun.

Getting 
Away
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AR$100 kayaking, AR$180 trekking 
and kayak); ask for Danni for tours  
in English. 

Another option to get your blood 
pumping is to spend the day with 
bilingual Rosana at her Italian-style 
hotel Bonanza Deltaventura (Río 
Carapachay, 4728 1674, www.
deltaventura.com, AR$300 day trips, 
$$ per person per night). Action-
packed days include horse-riding, 
fishing or cycling around the 60 
hectare estancia. 

Muscles aching from all that 
exertion? In the town of Tigre itself, 
try flexing just your fingers on a slot 
machine at the Trillenium Casino 
(Perú 1385, 4731 7001, www.
trileniumcasino.com.ar), which offers 
three floors of gambling fun. As the 
sun goes down, toast your luck or 
lament your losses in one of the 
casino’s three bars. Adrenalin 
junkies can also get their kicks on 
rollercoasters, water rides and a 
ginormous swinging pirate ship at 
theme park Parque de la Costa 
(Vivanco 1509, 4002 6000,  
www.parquedelacosta.com.ar,  
closed Mon-Tue, from $77).

For culture 
vultures
Start the day at the Museo del Mate 
(Lavalle 289, 4506 9594, www.
elmuseodelmate.com, closed Mon & 
Tue, AR$15 museum, AR$25 maté 
bar) and learn all about Argentina’s 
favourite herby drink. Exhibits here 
include the first thermos in the 
world, a video explaining maté’s 
numerous health benefits and a 
large collection of maté gourds. The 
tour ends in the maté bar, where you 
can taste what all the fuss is about. 

Continue along the pretty Paseo 
Victorica, making a pit stop at one of 
the many ice-cream parlours or 
restaurants lining the wide avenue.

To gain insight into Argentina’s 
maritime history, head to the Museo 
Naval de la Nación (Paseo Victorica 
602, 4749 0609, closed Mon, 
AR$7), which houses a collection of 
model boats and a weapons room 
full of lethal objects. 

The resplendent 1910 building 
that houses the Museo de Arte 
(Paseo Victorica 972, 4512 4528, 
www.mat.gov.ar, closed Mon & Tue, 
AR$12) was an upper-class social 
club and casino during the belle 
époque and is by far Tigre’s finest 
cultural offering. Today it houses 
Argentinian figurative art from the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Walking past colonial mansions 
on Avenida Liniers, the Museo de la 
Reconquista (Liniers 818, 4512 
4496, closed Mon & Tue, free) tells 
of General Liniers and his fight to win 
Buenos Aires back from the British. 

For a bit of retail therapy, take a 
short walk to the Puerto de Frutos 
(Sarmiento y Perú), a portside 
market where stalls sell wicker 
furniture, crafts, local honey and of 
course, fruit – try a freshly squeezed 

juice or a home-made alfajor at one 
of the many food stands. 

All the above sights are easily 
accessible on foot. Or hop on Tigre’s 
tourist bus (4731 1300, www.
busturisticotigre.com.ar, AR$25) at 
one of its ten stops around town. 

Further afield and accessible by 
lancha colectiva with Interisleña (see 
p162), the Museo Domingo Faustino 
Sarmiento (Río Sarmiento y Arroyo 
Reyes, 4728 0570, closed Mon & 
Tue, free) is where ex-president 
Sarmiento once summered. Now 
surrounded by a glass box to protect 
it from the elements, the house 
contains late-19th century furniture. 
Next door is a library and cultural 
centre, but the real joy is the 
30-minute boat ride to get there. 

If you need another excuse for a 
boat trip, Cacciolo (Lavalle 520, 
4749 0931, www.cacciolaviajes.
com, from AR$115) will take you to 
nature reserve Isla Martín García, a 
tiny landmass close to Uruguay. 
Since its discovery in 1510, the 
island has been a penal colony and 
a naval base. Try to spot all 250 bird 
species while scoffing island 
speciality pan dulce (panettone). 

Practical 
information 
Getting there
Bus number 60 takes roughly 1hr 30mins 
from central BA and costs between 
AR$1.70 and AR$2.35 with a Sube card 
and AR$3 and AR$4.75 without. By train 
it’s a 50-minute journey from Retiro on 
the Mitre line (AR$3). The Tren de la Costa 
(www.trendelacosta.com.ar, AR$16 one 
way) runs from Maipú station at Olivos 
and offers scenic views of the river and 
wealthy suburban neighbourhoods. 

Tourist information
The tourist office (Estación Fluvial, Mitre 
345, 4512 4497, www.vivitigre.com.ar) 
provides excellent maps and information 
on which boat to take where. 

What to bring
Mosquito repellent, warm clothes and 
comfortable, mud-friendly shoes are Tigre 
essentials. The Delta is chillier than 
Buenos Aires and the waterways usually 
break their banks when it rains. Very few 
companies on the islands accept credit 
or debit cards, so bring enough cash.

G
et

ti
ng

 A
w

ay

For city-dwellers in need of a break, 
estancias – working ranches that double 
as retreats – offer everything from horse 
riding and polo to fishing and gaucho 
shows. All the estancias recommended 
here are within a few hours’ drive of  
Buenos Aires and most offer a día de 
campo (day excursion) package complete 
with a hearty asado. 

One such day excursion is with the 
friendly Argentinian-English guides at 
Guapa Polo (mobile 15 5111 8214, www.
guapapolo.com.ar, from US$200 per 
person, including transport). This is the 
place to go if you’re allergic to folkloric 
shows, dancing horses or tourist buses. 
What you’ll get instead is an authentic 
taste of country life and a chance to 
try your hand at polo, with well-trained 
horses and a charming professional polo 
player. Personalised lessons cater to all 
riding abilities, including those who’ve 
never ridden before. Afterwards there’s 
a delicious undo-the-top-button-of-your-
jeans asado (with wine) and a tour of  
the gorgeous working estancia, which lies 
45 minutes south of the capital. 

If you’re looking for a sleepover  
option, one of the ritziest estancias 
around is La Candelaria (Ruta Nacional 
205, km 114.5, 02227 424404,  
www.estanciacandelaria.com, $$$ per 
person or US$86 día de campo) in 
Lobos, 115km south-west of BA.  
Surrounded by 100 hectares of park  
and forest, the French-style château  
looks like something out of a fairytale, 
and offers massages and a gaucho show. 

Puesto Viejo Polo Club (Ruta  
Nacional 6 towards La Plata, in BA  
5279 6893, mobile 15 5597 6644, 
www.puestoviejoestancia.com.ar, $$$ 
per person or US$85 día de campo), 
70km from BA, is a good choice for polo 
players. Daily polo matches are held and 
polo or riding lessons can be tailored to 
ability. This ranch has a small infinity pool 
and rustic-chic rooms, making it a pleas-
ant place to unwind for the night. 

Argentina Polo Day (www. 
argentinapoloday.com.ar, mobile 15 
3108 1025) offers a full-day polo and 
estancia experience just outside of Pilar, 
some 45 minutes from the city. You can 
watch a game of polo while enjoying 
empanadas and malbec. And though 
polo is the main draw, the asado lunch 
is better than most the offerings in BA’s 
numerous parrillas. Along with food and 

drink, the US$175 package includes a 
lesson geared to all levels, a polo match 
between the local club members and 
transfer to and from the city. 

There’s more riding to be had  
at Estancia Los Dos Hermanos  
(Panamericana, Ruta Nacional 193,  
km 10.5, in BA 4723 2880,www.estan-
cialosdoshermanos.com, $$$ per person 
or US$100 día de campo) near Zárate, 
90km north of Buenos Aires. After  
wandering the countryside on sturdy, 
relaxed horses, you’ll be treated to an 
asado. There are also cabins for rent.

For a relaxing retreat with water views, 
El Vintén (mobile 15 4972 1888, www.
elvinten.com.ar, $$$ per person), 140km 
north-west of BA, is a lovely guesthouse 
overlooking the Baradero river. Use of the 
pool, horse-riding and fishing excursions, 
as well as delicious meals and wine are 
part of the all-inclusive package. 

Families might want to opt for a  
weekend at La Horqueta (Ruta Nacional 
20 to Ranchos, in BA 4777 0150,  
www.lahorqueta.com, $$ per person 
or US$30 día de campo), 1 hour 30 
minutes from the capital. Fishing and 
boating can be had on the nearby lake, 
while the expansive estancia grounds can 
be explored on horseback or bike. 

If you’re looking to put more distance 
between yourself and the capital, com-
plete relaxation is offered at the elegant 
La Oriental (JB Justo 420, Junín, mobile 
15 5146 5210, www.estancia-laoriental.
com, $$ per person), 250km north-west 
of Buenos Aires. The main house of this 
working ranch, built in 1890, is an opu-
lent affair, with 1900s French furniture, 
a library, family portraits and a billiard 
table. Saddle up for a ride or go fly fish-
ing by the lake. Home-made meals made 
with farm-fresh ingredients are included. 

La Margarita (Cacharí km 7, 
Tapalqué, 02283 420530, in BA 4951 
0638, www.estancialamargarita.com, 
$$$ per person or $ self-catering) lies on 
verdant plains 280km south of Buenos 
Aires. Secluded by a forest of cedar trees, 
the colonial-style estancia looks like it 
came straight out of an interior design 
magazine, complete with rustic decor 
and period mahogany furniture. The real 
charm here lies in the warm, family-run 
ambience. Activities range from horse-
riding, swimming and cycling to the  
more hands-on milking of cows and  
feeding of chickens.
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Estancias

Argentina Polo Day.

PRICE CODE
For hotels in this section, $$$$ 
represents deluxe (over US$350/
AR$1800 for a double); $$$ 
represents high-end (US$200-
$350/AR$1000-$1800); $$ 
means moderate (US$100-$200/
AR$500-$1000); and $ is for 
budget (US$50-$100/AR$250-
$500). Hostel prices are quoted 
in full. For restaurants, prices are 
quoted in Argentinian pesos, with 
$ indicating a range of roughly 
AR$30-$59 for main courses; $$ 
represents AR$60-$79; $$$ is 
AR$80-$109; and $$$$ indicates 
AR$110 and above.


